Obituary – Prof Chifumbe Chintu
It is with a deep sense of sadness that we announce the
tragic demise of Professor Chifumbe Chintu on
Thursday, 4th May, 2017 at the age of 79 years. We send
out sincere and heartfelt condolences to the Chintu
family and friends. May his soul rest in peace.
Professor Chintu was co-founder member of the UNZAUCLMS Programme in 1994, a position he served with
great distinction and commitment (http://www.unzauclms.org/history-of-unza-uclms). Professor Chintu was
an intellectual ‘tour de force’, who made very significant
contributions to medical education and research in
Zambia and beyond. He will be remembered as a
mentor to hundreds of medical students, doctors and
nurses and an extremely creative and thoughtful and
passionate paediatrician. His contributions to the fields
of paediatrics, sickle cell diseases, HIV/AIDS and
paediatric cancers are unquestionably one of the best in
Africa and these are reflected in his outstanding
international reputation and several awards and
honours. To his colleagues and collaborators across the
world Chifumbe was much more than an outstanding
paediatrician and scientist. He will be remembered as a
charming, friendly and jolly friend, and as a dedicated
mentor who always gave credit to his “teams and
collaborators”. He will also be remembered for his
gentle nature and witty humour. He was a wonderful
colleague who gave freely of his time, advice and
expertise. Professor Chintu touched and enriched the
lives of others; that what he thought, said and did, gave
meaning and direction to the lives of many that met him
was spurred by the knowledge that the ultimate human
legacy and essence of life is service to humanity.
We would like to share photos of his life with us on the
UNZA-UCLMS Project.

1993: Professor Chintu with: Professor Herbert Dupont (Uni
of Texas); Prof Alimuddin Zumla (UNZA & UCL), Hon Prof
Nkandu Luo and team.

1998: Prof. Chintu with Prof Bertie Squire (Liverpool STM),
Professor Ali Zumla (UCL), Dr Peter Mwaba and teams.

2000: Prof Chintu with Professor Alimuddin Zumla and
visitors from Institute of Child health London (Prof Andrew
Tomkins -left- and Prof Anthony Costello (right)

2002: With UTH staff from Departments of Paediatrics, OBGY
and Community Medicine

2004: The UNZA-UCLMs VACSEL Team and international
collaborators

